
Online Resources for Independent Reading 

Resource How to find it Useful Extras 
 
 

A Book and a Hug 
• A great resource for locating books by 

category (reluctant readers, mystery, etc.) 
and by age group 

 
 

 
http://www.abookandahug.com/index.php 
 

 

• Includes new and featured books 
each month 

• Choose your “reader type” 

• Explore the world through “Read 
Around the World”  

 
 
 
 
BookFlix 

• Pairs classic video storybooks from Weston 
Woods with related nonfiction eBooks to 
build a love of reading and learning.  The 
engaging way to link fact and fiction, 
BookFlix reinforces early reading skills and 
introduces children to a world of 
knowledge and exploration. 

 
 

 
Elementary Research Resources 
(http://www.cbsd.org/Page/990) 
 
Scroll down to Databases 
Choose PowerLibrary 

• Access is open in school 

• From home you need a barcode and PIN from your 
public library card – go to your public library and ask 
for a PIN number 

 
 
 

 
To search for books by grade level, 
Spanish language, award winners, number 
of pages, etc. click on Resources then 
choose a sort option  

 
 
 
 
 
National Geographic Young Explorer 

• A nonfiction magazine for kindergarten and 
first grade from National Geographic 

• Uses a two page “magazine” layout with 
available read-along option and full color 
photographs 

 

 
 
http://ngexplorer.cengage.com/ngyoungexplorer/index.html 
 

 
 
Click “More Issues” to search all available 
topics 
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PebbleGo 
Database: 

• Each nonfiction database features expertly-
leveled text and navigation specifically 
designed for your beginning researchers. 
Enriched with spoken-word audio, text 
highlighting and audio and video clips, 
PebbleGo builds a foundation of research 
skills for every learner. 

 
 

 
 
http://www.pebblego.com 
Access is open from school 
From home: 
Username = cblib 
Password = school 

• Excellent nonfiction resources for: 
animals, Earth and space, 
biographies, and social studies 
topics 

• Read Aloud feature can be turned 
on or off 

• Nonfiction topics are broken into 
brief sections that make sense to 
young readers and researchers 

• Most topics include video clips 
and other multimedia items 
(maps, etc.) 

 
Pine Run Library’s collection of eBooks 

• A collection of books that can be opened 
and read through the Pine Run Destiny 
Library Catalog  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
https://www.cbsd.org/Page/989   
then select Pine Run from the list of schools.   
Your Central Bucks computer login will allow access. 
Scroll to the middle of the page and look for eBooks.   
Click See All for all of the titles. 

• Books marked with an “infinity” 
sign have unlimited copies.  That 
means an unlimited number of 
people can read the same book at 
the same time.  It is always 
available. 

 
 
 
 
 
Scholastic Parents: 

• Get expert reading strategies, homework 
help, learning activities, and more.  

 
 
 

 
 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Book Finder allows you to search 
by your child’s age and interests 

• Popular book recommendations 
and online activities to accompany 
many titles 

• Parent Guides and videos for 
many topics relating to helping 
children become confident and 
successful readers 

 
 
 
Speakaboos 

 
http://www.speakaboos.com/ 
 
Choose “Try for Free” and get a free 7 day trial 

 

• Free downloadable app for iPad 

http://www.pebblego.com/
https://www.cbsd.org/Page/989
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• Speakaboos brings classic children's 
entertainment into a digital world. Beloved 
characters and treasured stories are given 
new life through celebrity performances, 
beautiful illustrations, and original music. 
At Speakaboos, children develop literacy 
skills while learning about technology in a 
safe and fun environment. 

 

• Stories grouped by theme (Scary 
Stories, Sports, Sing-a-long Songs, 
etc.) 

Follow-up games and activities are 
included 

 
 
 
 
 
A Story Before Bed 

• A Story Before Bed is an online service that 
lets you record a children's book online 
with audio and video. Kids can play back 
the recording as often as they like on iPad, 
iPhone, Mac, or PC.  Recording requires a 
subscription fee, but the website can be 
used for free with the author reading the 
story aloud in a small pop up window. 

 
 

 
http://www.astorybeforebed.com/storytime 
 
Requires Adobe Flash software (free download).   
Registration and fee charged to use some of the features. 

 

• Use the “watch” button to enjoy 
the story for free 

• Click “browse our books” for text 
only versions.  These are free, but 
there is a watermark that says 
“preview” on top of the 
illustrations 

 
 
 
 

 
Storyline Online 

• Storyline Online is a literacy program of the 
Screen Actors Guild Foundation.  Storyline 
Online inspires a love of reading in children 
with videos of actors and actresses reading 
aloud well known picture books. 

 
 

 
 
http://www.storylineonline.net/ 
 

 

• Arrange the stories by title, author 
or name of the reader (actress or 
actor) 

• Be sure to click on the “Activity 
Guides” at the bottom of the 
screen for excellent extension 
activities 

http://www.astorybeforebed.com/storytime
http://www.storylineonline.net/


Storytime with Ryan and Craig 
• A free, 

short-form 
reading 
show for 
children, 
parents & 
educators. 
Every 
week, Ryan and Craig read aloud a new 
children’s book.  

• It’s hosted by not one, but two men, 
which is fairly uncommon in the literacy 
and early education world. This offers a 
new dynamic to inspire and excite both 
boys and girls about reading! 

• Their sense of humor and on-camera 
personas are big, engaging and fun! 
They use silly voices, big emotions, 
improvised dialogue and sometimes a 
capella songs, which makes them a one-
of-a-kind viewing experience.  

 
 

 
 
https://www.ryanandcraig.com/ 

• Fun, entertaining and extremely 
engaging storytellers Ryan and 
Craig make books come alive!   

• Newest books featured on the 
homepage, all others accessed by 
clicking the Read Aloud link at the 
top of the home page. 

 
 
 
 
TrueFlix 

• Learn about people, places, history, nature 
and science from videos and eBooks.   

 

 
Elementary Research Resources 
(http://www.cbsd.org/Page/990) 
 
Scroll down to Databases 
Choose PowerLibrary 

• Access is open in school 

• From home you need a barcode and PIN from your 
public library card – go to your public library and ask 
for a PIN number 

 
 
 

 

• Best for Middle Grade readers 

• Click on Resources & Tools at the 
top of the page to see all of the 
books in alphabetical order  

 
 
 
Unite for Literacy 

 
 
http://www.uniteforliteracy.com/ 
 

• The books are structured to 
reflect the most current research 
on the specific features that 
impact success for beginning 

https://www.ryanandcraig.com/
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• The text, images and narrated audio 
support are designed to give families the 
immediate reassurance of seeing and 
hearing their home cultures reflected in a 
book.  Audio files allow the reader to listen 
to our books in 18 different languages. This 
means that our books are uniquely suited 
to 2nd language learners of all ages, as well 
as to populations who are engaged in 
revitalizing their native languages. The 
photographs and illustrations in our books 
authentically depict a child’s-eye view of 
the real world. Unite for Literacy is steadily 
building a book collection that reflects the 
lives of families everywhere. 

 

readers of all ages. Some of these 
features include: 

o predictable, rhythmic 
language 

o consistent placement of 
text 

o images with clear subjects 
and a close relationship to 
the text 

o narrated support in a 
warm, expressive reading 
voice by a native speak 

 

 
Vooks 

• A kid-safe streaming library of read-aloud, 
animated storybooks. 

 
 

 
https://www.vooks.com 
 
No ads, and text animates as it is read aloud. 
 
Free one month access then $4.99 per month 

• Includes printable activities to 
accompany the stories 

• Available to watch on Apple TV, 
Roku, and Amazon Fire TV 

 

https://www.vooks.com/

